
DevotionalApril2021

READYTOALWAYSPRAY,PRAISE&WORSHIPGOD

"Whowillnotfearyou,Lord,andbringglorytoyourname?Foryoualoneareholy.Allnations
willcomeandworshipbeforeyou,foryourrighteousactshavebeenrevealed.”(Revelation15:4,
NIV)

ThismonthwewillagaincelebrateGoodFridayandcelebratePassover.Passover(Resurrectionof
theLordJesus)hastodowiththesacrificeofChrist.LetusconsiderthemeaningofChrist's
sacrificeandthepowerofHisresurrectionandletustrytounderstandourcallingtoalwaysbe
readytopray,praiseandworshipGodproperly.InthelastdaystheFatherinheavenisstilllooking
fortrueworshiperswhowanttoworshiptheFatherinspiritandintruth(John4:23-24).TheWord
ofGodinRevelation15:4says,“Whoisnotafraid,OLord,andwhohasnotglorifiedYourname?
ForYoualoneareholy;forallnationswillcomeandworshipYou,forthetruthofallYour
judgmentshasbeenmadeevident."BecauseGodisholy,trueworshipersneedtobesanctifiedand
perfectedcontinuously.ThesuperiorityofChrist'ssacrificeastheperfectsacrificewecanreadin
Hebrews10:1-18andinverse19ff.asitisexplainedthatwecannowhavethecouragetoenter
intotheholyplace.Theterm"holyplace"referstomostholyplaces(Hebrews6:19-20;9:3).
WorshipinthemostholyspaceiswhatismeantasalifeofworshipinHispresence,wheretherole
ofahighpriest,whointheNTisreferredtoasaworshiperinspiritandtruth,isverydecisive.And
Hebrews10:21discussesthepositionofJesusasHighPriest(notjustanordinarypriest)whoheads
theHouseofGod.AndHishouseisus,ifwecometotheendholdfasttothetrustandhopethatwe
boast(Hebrews3:6).AndbecauseChristhasbroughtHisownperfectbloodintothemostholyof
holies,allofuswhohavebeenredeemedbythepowerofHisbloodandnowhavedirectaccessto
themostholyplaces.ThiswasverydifferentfromthesacrificialsystemintheOT.InOTtimesthe
Israelitesdidnothavedirectaccesstothemostholyofholies.Theyareonlyrepresentedbythe
highpriest(Hebrews9:7)andthatalsoisonlycarriedoutatcertaintimesandconditions.Thatis
whywhatChristhaddoneiscalledinHebrews10:20anewway("beforewasnotyet")andlife
(becauseoftherisenandlivingChrist).So,thisnewandlivingwayhasbeenopenedbyChrist
throughthecurtain,whichisHisownbody.ThedepictionofJesus'lifeasacurtainisaninteresting
one.FromoneperspectivethiscurtaindescribestheexistenceofadividinglinebetweenGodand
man,butfromanotherperspectivethiscurtainalsorelatestothegloryofGodontheonehandand
theneedsofhumansontheother.ChrististheHighPriestoftheHouseofGod.ThehouseofGod
hereisnotthetempleofGod,butallofHispeople(1Cor3:16).AshighpriestChristhasoffered
theperfectsacrifice,onceforall,sothatthisnewwayoflivingmaybeavailabletous.Theword
"beforeGod"inHebrews10:22intheGreektextusesonlyoneword,namelyprosercomai,which
literallymeans"comingtowards".Theadditionoftheword"God"tothewordfacingrefersto
worship(communal)toGod.Thepresenttenseusedfor"letusappearbeforeGod"inHebrews
10:22impliestheideaof​​continuallyworshipingGod.Inthisgenerationweneedtocontinually
drawclosertoGod.ThisiswhatGodexpects.Godwantsustocontinuetobetrueworshiperswho
arealwaysreadytopray,praiseandworshipGodinHispresence.HappyPassover!
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